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OFFICERS

Our Holiday party is January 5 at the Holiday Prairehouse on Rt286 in
Holiday Park.

| want to with everyone a Happy Holiday season safd New Year and man
spawns and propogations in 2008.

~ There can be no club without its members. If themnything that you would like to do fo
GPASI, just let one of us know. We'd be happyhave you as part of the team

l"#  $ %

)] Board of Directors-Interested persons should contact

Marlene Scholze, Bill Sensor or Don Tuttle. Electwill BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

be held during the January meeting.

i) Memberships-Renew for 2008 this month. Must be
paid to vote in the January Board elections. New
members that pay now are covered through 2008.

i)  Programs ContactEric Bodrock is lining up speakers
for 2008. Any suggestions contact Eric

Iv)  Raffle Coordinatior—Parlene Richardson




COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2007 Gpasi Breeder Award  Standings as of 11/16/07

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Member
20

Name Total Spawns Pointers Targets  1st Time Spawns Ot

Eric Bodrock 22 5 1 12

Ellen Bryant 22 1 1

Regina Spotti 20 2 2

Charles Bialon 10 3

Joe Hasenkopf 10

Sallie Boggs 6 1 1 4

Thomas Due 5 1

Pete Scaletto 5

Mike Cersosimo 4

Gail Hoover 4

Steve Okabayashi 4

Scott Graner 3

Efren Leonida 3

Walter Roth 3 1

Jeff Walker 3

Richard Wiley 3 1 1

Stan Chechak 2

Sam Darko 2

Joe Doyle 2

Robert Fullmer 2

Nancy+Gilbert Hoover 2

William Montgomery 2

Max Okabayashi 2

William Sensor 2 2

Mike Solito 2

William Wells 2

Wallace Cox 1

Thomas Drake 1

Susan Everett 1

Gage Huber 1

Richard Reiter 1

Marlene Scholze 1

John Tornese 1

David Webeck 1

Tristan Wyatt 1

Timothy S. Gross

Hank Marzina

Ed Redgate
2007 Totals 156 10 4 24
2006 Totals 136 3 5 19
2005 Totals 134 1 5 22
2004 Totals 174 7 7 34
200Z Totals 19¢ 8 14 33




GPASI| SPONSORS

SELL

NEW—Dan Walzer has a 250 gallon All Glass tank. Utellil no stand. 84 x
31 x 23. Steal at $250. Interested, call Darlat9b62 4017.

Barb Jurich is starting to keep very large tanks$ smis phasing out her smallg
ones. She has these for sale with or without aodess prices negotiable: a 50
gallon breeder, a 20-gallon long, a 15-gallon, @aious 10-gallon tanks. 412
287-2078

Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 coankpges. Sizes are 6 x 12", §
x 157, 10 x 20". He also has a large selectionaigplants. Water Hyacinths,
Water Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara, amate. Also pond Fish &
Supplies available. Call Walt at 724-449-9651

Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-relatedtamed glass mosaic tables
and wall hangings; tile mosaic floors; and hand¥gad T-shirts and other
clothes items. E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or pageahét12) 949-3106.

To let other members know about aquarium-relatdstyou’d like to buy,
sell, or trade, contact Steve Okabayashi at soleg@ang.ibm.comPlease let
me know when you want to delete your ad.
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1/5/08 GPASI Holiday Party @ Holiday Park Fireheus




Spawning Yellow Tail spiny eels
By Sallie Boggs GPASI SPONSORS

Spiny eels have fascinated me for many years. One time | had a heavy
female enter the uplift of an old-time of an underground filter. Half way
into the tube she reversed her direction so her head was facing her tail.
As she unfolded inside the tube she stripped her eggs out of her and | was
surprised to see how large they were. They were cream colored and
about 3 mm in diameter. Ever since then | have kept the smaller types of
spiny eel in hopes of having them breed. Finally, | have baby spiny eels.
The truth is that it was just luck.

| cleaned the gravel in a 15 gallon planted tank that contained 3 yellow
tailed spiny eels and the little bit of gravel and water that was left in the
bucket sat around for several days before | noticed little fry-eyes and
started to feed them newly hatched brine shrimp. The fry ate the shrimp
and their bellies turned pink. The pattern of pink made it clear that these
were not any of the other fish in the tank and | concluded they must be
spiny eels.

As they grew this was confirmed. | think you might enjoy sharing what
unfolded next.

| wrote to Bob Fenner and said | found spiny eel fry in the gravel cleaning




debris in a bucket. | asked for his comments and advice. (I found his email address on
(http://www.wetwebmedia.com, under Spiny Eels) text on M. pancalus.

He replied: “Congratulations! Thanks for sharing. Your report is very similar to the first report on spiny eel
reproduction known to me (1955)(by Schoenebeck). If you want that report, | can e-mail the pdf to you. But
it is in German. Sounds (as though) you did everything right. If they eat well, they will grow quite fast.
Beware, that all spiny eels can be jumpers. Another source of trouble is narrow holes in rocks in which they
can get stuck. Last but not least, any wounds of them heal much better in harder water, but since they
naturally occur in a wide range of water types, you can leave them in slightly acid water as long as they are
healthy. Feel free to e-mail on progress or further questions/suggestions. Good luck with raising your eels."

Then he sent my report to his friend, Marco Lichtenberger, who, according to Bob, “is quite "up" on
Mastacembelid husbandry. Marco can read German and replied to my report based on the Schoenebeck
reference. The interchange went like this:

Me:I purchased some small spiny eels called "yellow tail spiny eels". | never really expected them to breed,

but I have 7 fry. What do you think their scientific name might be? They resemble the photo on your
site called Macrognathus pancalus.)
The parents are in a 15 gallon tank with natural lighting, a cory cat, a pleco, some danios and tetras
and a couple of shrimp. They are fed black worms and trout chow. If they eat that, it's fine, especially
the black worms as they are part of the natural diet. The water is soft and slightly acid and the
temperature varies from 68-80 degrees F.

Marco: The water Schoenebeck used was quite hard (18dH).

Me: The adults are about 4 inches long. They only eat at night.

Marco: Earthworms fed with tweezers are usually tempting enough to train them to be fed during day if you
want that. Should need about 2 to 4 weeks of practice, sometimes less.

Me: There were 2 males and one female.

Marco: Good ratio. It seems most spawnings occur when there are more males than females.

Me: After the spawning one male died because of an extruded eye.

Marco: Sorry to hear that. Wounds of these eels heal better in hard water or slightly brackish water.

Me: They usually stay under the sand, but the day before | think the spawning occurred, | saw the female

hanging out in the plants. The plants slowly rotate around in the middle of the tank because the eels
have uprooted ALL of them!




Marco: Possibly she was looking for a place to deposit the eggs. The author of probably the first breeding
report, Schoenebeck, observed spawning of one female and 3 males after watching courtship
behavior for several weeks. (Planting plants in flower-pots wrapped in mosquito nets helps to avoid
uprooting.)

Me; Just before Memorial Day (May 30), | cleaned the gravel in the tank and siphoned the debris from the
bottom into a bucket. | poured off most of the water that had been removed from the tank leaving
about 2 inches of water over some gravel and debris.

Several days later | saw fry-eyes in the bottom of the bucket among some of the siphoned gravel.

Marco: Schoenebeck did not find eggs, but his tank was covered with lots of floating plants. After
siphoning his tank he noticed 5 fry still left in the bucket used for water changes (sounds familiar).
He put those into a small extra tank with no other fishes, 5 more fry survived in the tank of the
parents (maybe there are some left in your tank, too?).

Me: Thinking the eyes belonged to some Danios | had in the tank, | dumped some live baby brine shrimp
into the bucket. During the next few days the pink brine shrimp in their bellies revealed an elongated
gut (too long for a Danio). As they have grown, it has became apparent that they are spiny eel fry.

Marco: Schoenebeck mostly fed live Cyclops, the older ones ate all kinds of larvae of insects and small
worms.

Me: | assumed the eggs were in the gravel, but your reports suggest they may have been placed in the
plants and | was just lucky to find them in the gravel.

Marco: Yes, after about a week of floating in the water column below the surface they start living in the
substrate. Eggs typically hatch after 3 days, 7 days later the fry are usually in the substrate. (Maybe
this helps to clarify the date of the spawning).

Me: Estimating from to your time-line the fry were at the bottom of the bucket as soon as they hatched
and almost immediately they ate the baby brine shrimp. They are growing fast. (The fry were 1/4-
1/2" long 6/22/07). Actually the fry are still eating baby brine shrimp.




Marco: That’s great. | hope your fry will do well. Others things eaten by captive spiny eel fry are live
bloodworms, Artemia, Cyclops, Daphnia and Tubifex. You may want to vary this diet with other tiny
types of live food.

[l found Macro Lichtenberger’s fine report on Spiny Eels at http://www.wetwebmedia.com. He describes
where they come from and has several super pictures of various spiny eels including the fish | think |
spawned. | like spiny eels because of their cute faces, but they are not often seen in my tanks.

One caution is that some species grow
quite large. | saw a fire eel at a zoo in
Basel that was at least 8 feet long and
ate chunks of horsemeat. For more
information see also an article by
Neale Monks at
http://www.wetwebmedia.com and
check out http:// www.fishbase.org/

Schoenebeck, K.-J. (1955): Haltung und Zucht val$dhnaebeln.- DATZ
(Deutsche Aquarien und Terrarienzeitschrift), 8(il)5-7 (in German).
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Aqua-World Pet Super Center
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626 Valteyef Oakmont
8143 Ohio River BEmhsworth
4005 William Pengliliray, Monroeville
inleafyshad@yahoo.com
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