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Next Meeting: September 23

Meeting at the PPG Aquarium
and Pittsburgh Zoo.




CONTACT THE
NEWSLETTER

Please send articles or comments to
GPASI Newsletter
c/o Jean Grace
360 S. Pacific Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
(412) 441-1106
FAX (412) 441-4589

Or e-mail JGRACE(@PITT.EDU

Nonprofit publications are permitted
to reprint GPASI articles. Mail two
copies of reprint to GPASI editor.

All other mail should go to GPASI,
PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA
15222-0452

Back issues of Finformation are
available in full color online at
gpasi.org/newsletter.html

COVER IMAGE

Cover image
by Amy Lewis

MEMBERSHIP

DUES are $20 a year per family
or street address.
To become a member, write to us or
see Steve Gibbs at the next meeting.
Visit WWW.GPASI.ORG

General Meetings are held at the
Phipps Garden Center in Mellon
Park at the Corner of
5th and Shady Avenues.
DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM

General Meetings
Sep. 23,
Oct. 28, Nov. 18

Board of Directors Meetings
7 p.m. at Elmer’s Aquarium in
Monroeville:

Oct 10, Nov 7

All members and suggestions for
discussion are welcome. Contact a board
member for meeting confirmation.

NEWSLETTER/WEB TEAM

Thanks to these members who help with
Finformation and the website:
Nancy Frieze, Mailing
Connie Yarris, Exchange Typist
Terrence Trasatti, Printing Facilitator
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Upcoming GPASI Events

September Meeting

The September meeting will be held at the
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium on
Friday, September 23.

The meeting will start at 7:15 sharp, so please
be at the Aquarium by 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments will be served. Park (for free) in
the lower lot at the zoo. Unlike past years, our
meeting will take place entirely in the
Aquarium, near the Amazon tank.

Important note: There will NOT be an auction (we aren't allowed to bring
live animals onto zoo grounds). Please save your fish for our big October
auction.

We will have an appreciation ceremony for some of the club’s long-standing
local sponsors, and then we’ll get behind-the-scenes tours of the PPG
Aquarium courtesy of Curator Allan Marshall and his staff.

Fall Auction

Please join us for our fall auction on Sunday, October 9. It’s an opportunity to
catch up with friends and get some great deals on fish, plants, and supplies.

We always need volunteers to help with running bags at the auction, cooking,
and taking care of paperwork. Please consider helping out for a few hours.

You can find more details about the auction on page 3.

October Meeting

October 28: Linda Wallrath on "Extreme Cichlids." Linda will show a video
and discuss her experiences as a cichlid keeper. She lives in Cleveland, Ohio,
and been in the hobby off and on since she was a child. For the last nine years,
she's been concentrating on cichlids, especially her favorites, the Aulonocara.
She has twenty-two species of peacocks. In all, Linda has eighty-four species
of cichlids in one hundred forty tanks. She also breeds catfish, livebearers, and

propagates aquarium plants. Linda will also bring fish to be donated to the
club.

November Meeting

Program TBA



GPASI Fall Auction

GPASI Auction

Sunday, October 9 at noon
Registration starts at 10:00

Fish, Plants, Supplies, Raffle

Snacks and Sandwiches

North Hampton Volunteer Fire Hall
5149 North Pioneer Rd., Gibsonia, PA 15044

Registration will open at 10:00. Non-registered buyers must pay cash at the time of sale. Registered
buyers must leave collateral in the form of a driver’s license or id card and will be able to run a tab
during the auction. Accounts must be paid in full at the end of the auction by cash or check. The
auction will start promptly at 12:00. Refreshments will be available. We need volunteers to help
with running and paperwork

Seller's Rules

1. Split is 70% to the seller and 30% to GPASI.
2. The auction will use the FAAS (Federation of American Aquarium Societies) “Ten Table
Method.” (Bags are to be numbered sequentially and sold in order to last digit, i.e. bags 1, 11, 21,
31, ...go on Table 1 and all of Table 1 is sold before Table 2, etc.)
3. Seller’s proceed checks will be mailed within two weeks of the auction.
4. NO PRIVATE SALES. 5. NO MINIMUM BIDS.
6. Sellers are limited to the following:
a. No more than 5 bags of any single species, color strain, or item type.

b. Double bag your fish in proper fish bags (not Ziplock bags or Baggies): You can buy bags
from your local fish store or from GPASI members. Air should fill and inflate about 2/3 of the
bag. The first bag should be inverted and then placed in the outer bag. This will prevent fish
from getting trapped in a corner since the second bag will bend over the corners of the inner
bag. Secure each of the bags with a rubber band or knot. It's always a good idea to bring a few
extra bags in case one leaks. Fish that have to be re-bagged will be charged $1 per bag.

c. Mark your bags clearly in waterproof ink with this information: name, phone number,
scientific name of fish, common name (if applicable), number of fish in bag, and your seller's
code (your three initials plus the number of the bag--starting at one and proceeding
sequentially). You may also note any other relevant information (for example, gender).
Equipment must state whether it is in good working order or if it needs repair.

You can download a seller's form for a GPASI auction (either our regular meeting auctions or our
big Fall and Spring auctions) from the home page of our website: www.gpasi.org. Or see page 8 of
this newsletter for a seller’s form that you can photocopy and use.

Directions to the North Hampton VFD

PA Turnpike Exit 4, Butler Valley. Go north (Route 8). At the first light at East and West Hardies
road, turn left. Take the first left onto North Pioneer. The fire hall is on the right.
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STACY GATTO
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AHAP

CAVAN ALLEN

(412) 221-9499
MILLSMAN7@YAHOO.COM

AUCTION
OPEN

BAP

CHUCK BIALON
(412) 487-2378
BIALON@PPG.COM

EDUCATION
OPEN

FAAS REP & NEWSLETTER
EXCHANGE

ARMAND SICHI

(724) 929-6784
ASICHI224@VERIZON.NET

FUNDRAISING

MIKE SOLITO

(412) 571-2418

WHEELS 1 1 5@COMCAST.NET

NEWSLETTER & WEB
JEAN GRACE

(412) 441-1106
JGRACE@PITT.EDU

PROGRAMS

STEVE OKABAYASHI
(412) 362-6839
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM

RAFFLE

JOHN LEWIS AND STACY GATTO
(724) 387-2936
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM

REFRESHMENTS
ARMAND SICHI

(724) 929-6784
ASICH1224@VERIZON.NET

SHOW

JOE AMUSO

(412) 600-7982
JJAMUSO@COMCAST.NET

700
MARLENE SCHOLZE
(412) 682-2711

~ There can be no club
without its members. If
there is anything that you
would like to do for GPASI,
just let one of us know.
We’d be happy to have you
as part of the team. ~

BAP Article

Pelvicachromis pulcher
Story by Wallace Cox

Before the General Store for Pet’s in Crafton Ingram shopping centers had their
going out of business sale, I had stopped to purchase some black worms. A woman
had just traded in 14 nice sized kribensis of both sexes. I quickly picked out the
largest and best looking male and the most robust and best colored female in the
tank. I raced home with my newest prize and put them in a tank.

The tank was a ten-gallon tank with a glass lid and ATI sponge filter. I placed a
pile of 4-inch clay flower pots that were chopped in half in the center of the tank.
The tank was placed in my fish rack under 4 feet double 40 watt bulb strip lights to
receive 10 hours of light a day. The temperature was kept at 72 degrees Fahrenheit
and a pH of 7.4. The feedings were twice daily of flake, trout chow, or live back
worms. The tank received my normal 50 percent-a-week water change.

After three weeks during a routine cleaning, I moved a pair of stacked pots to
unveil about 60 tan, 1 mm eggs in a spot the size of a silver dollar. With my hectic
schedule I only had time to do my daily feedings therefore I do not know how long
it took the eggs to hatch. At my next scheduled cleaning date the fry were quite
mobile and free swimming. The parents guarded the fry very well and moved them
frequently around the tank. After a month the fry were all removed from the
breeding tank and given a ten-gallon tank of their own.

At two months old most fry are one inch in length and are the spitting image of
their parents. They receive feedings twice daily of micro worms, crushed flake or
live baby brine shrimp. The kribensis is a colorful dwarf African river cichlid. They
are easy going and good parents. I enjoyed keeping them and watching the
interaction between the parents and their offspring.

Editor’s Note

Call for Articles

We need articles from members for the newsletter. Please take time to write an
article on your area of expertise or interest and email it to <jgrace@pitt.edu>. It’s
always great if you can share photos of the fish you write about, too.
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GPASI Marketplace

BUY

Jeff Lipsitz is looking to buy a couple of lionhead goldfish. cgarmnl@aol.com

Mike Ott would like to buy 3 or 4 used 10-gallon tank stands. MEOOO1@aol.com
FREE

Plastic and glass hood for a 65-gallon breeder tank (Sorry, no lights included.) Free.
jgrace@pitt.edu or (412) 441-1106

“Prehistoric catfish” free to a good home. He is living in a 55-gallon tank right now
and finding it hard to turn around. He is about 24 inches long and 3.5 years old.
Loves lima beans and being petted. Very healthy—just needs more space. Call
Charlie Kierski 412-480-2694.

SELL

Butch Kucan has a nice selection of unusual pond plants and really nice koi for sale.
(724) 266-2877

Jack Liebau would like to sell about 100 tanks of various sizes from 5 gallons to 55.
He also has two closed systems that he would like to sell intact: one system consists
of sixteen 20 gallon tanks; the other consists of twelve tanks of different sizes. (724)
348-5593 Finleyville, PA

Aphyosemion striatum (killies) for 5.00 a pair. Pete Scaletto at 412 788-4897 or
email at Peatspawn@hotmail.com

Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 127, 8 x
157,10 x 20”. Call (724) 449-9651.

Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and
wall hangings; tile mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items.
E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or page her at (412) 949-3106.

From Ross and Laura Cronkhite: We still have 34 tens, 69 fifteens, 4 twenty gallon
divided breeders, 5 twenty longs, 1 30 long, and assorted metaframes. All can come
with or without glass lids. We also still have a 4', a 5', and an 8' three tier wooden
stand (stair stepped), and a 22' stand that has a high middle shelf, and a lower shelf
on each side. Reasonable offers accepted. Plus a 1960's vintage school cafeteria ice
cream freezer that holds quite a bit of frozen food (fish or other), free to anyone
willing to drag it out of our basement. (412) 233-0996 or lauross@libcom.com

To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or
trade, contact Jean Grace at (412) 441-1106 or jgrace@pitt.edu.
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GPASI SPONSORS

The following national
businesses and our local sponsors
(listed on the back cover) have
given GPASI the fuel it needs to
have a great year. Please support
all our sponsors and thank them
for helping to make our show and
our club a success.

All-Glass Aquariums

www.all-glass.com

Aquaculture Tech One/
Red Sea
18125 Ammi Trail
Houston, TX 77060

Aquatic Research and
Development
Utica, New York
www.aquaticresearchanddeve
lopment.com/products.htm

Aquarium Pharmaceuticals
www.aquariumpharm.com

Aquarium Systems
8141 Tyler Blvd.
Mintor, OH 44060

Aquarium Technology
PO Box 33623
Decatur, GA 30033

Burford Albums
www.burfordalbums.com

Cichlid Press

www.cichlidpress.com

Cichlid News

www.cichlidnewsmagazine.com

Diskus Brief Magazine
www.diskusdesign.net

Doctors Foster & Smith
www.drsfostersmith.com

Energy Savers Unlimited
www.esuweb.com

The Fish Factory
Mike Schadle
676 Mississinewa Rd
Chesterton IN 46304

Finley Aquatic Books
150 North Road
Pascoag, RI 02859-2504
www.finleyaquaticbooks.com

Rolf C. Hagen (USA)
50 Hampden Road
Mansfield, MA 02048

(continued next page)
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GPASI SPONSORS

HBH Enterprises
1879 N 1300 West
Springyville, Utah 84663

Hikari Sales USA
2804 McCone Ave.
Hayward, CA 94545

fish@hikariusa.com

Jungle Laboratories
PO Box 630
Cibolo, TX 78108

Kent Marine
1100 Northpoint Parkway
Acworth, GA 30102

Kordon/Novalek
2242 Davis Court
Hayward, CA 94545

Lee's Aquarium and Pet
Products
294 La Maree Road
San Marcos, CA 92069

Margarita Tours
Www.amazon-ecotours.com

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas and
Kingfish Services
E-6715 Pinehurst Dr

Boston, New York 14025-9624

www.kingfishservices.net

Marineland Aquarium
Products
PO Box 8005
Moorpark, CA 93020
www.marineland.com

Masterson's Garden Center
www.mastersons.net

Perfecto Manufacturing
20975 Creek Road
Noblesville, IN 46060

Python Products
www.pythonproducts.com

Red Sea
18109 Ammi Trail
Houston, TX 77060

San Francisco Bay Brand
8239 Enterprise Drive
Newark, CA 94560

Tetra-Second Nature
3001 Commerce Street
Blacksburg, VA 24060

That Fish Place and
That Pet Place

www.thatpetplace.com

Wardley's Fish Products
Available at your local pet shop
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Upcoming Events

10/02 Medina Auction — Wadsworth, Ohio
330-723-4748 - John
10/9  GPASI Public Auction,
North Hampton Fire Hall
10/16 Yatfs Auction, 330-824-2653 — Curt Smith
10/29 Cincinnati Auction, Loveland, Ohio

513-894-7289 — Phil Benes

11/6-7  Akron Show & Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio,
330-848-3856 — Bud White
11/6  TFCEC Auction

11/18-20 Ohio Cichlid Assoc Show + Auction
Strongsville, Ohio

Ongoing Reptile Swaps at Palace Inn in Monroeville, PA Herb Ellerbach
(412) 361-0835

GPASI Email Notification List

We have recently had to delete several names from our email distribution list
because messages have been bouncing back as undeliverable.

If your email address has changed and you would like to be back on GPASI’s email
list (to learn about events and when the newsletter and BAP or AHAP standings are
available online), please email <jgrace@pitt.edu> with your request.

Similarly, if you have recently joined the club and would like to get email from us,
send your email address to <jgrace@pitt.edu>.
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SELLER'S CODE

Name: (your 3 initials)
Street:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

CODE BAG# SPECIES / ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

PAGE OF TOTAL SELLING $
GPASI'S % GPASI'S TOTAL INCOME $
SELLER'S % SELLER'S TOTAL PROFIT $

Date: Seller's Signature:
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Special Thanks to Our Local Sponsors for Their Support

All Oddball Aquatics www.alloddballaquatics.com (412) 884-2333
Walk-in hours: Mon. — Sat., Noon to 8 pm; Sun. noon to 4 (cash only)

Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros 626 Valley Street, Oakmont (412) 828-0844
Aqua-World Pet Super Center 8143 Ohio River Blvd. Emsworth (412) 732-9100
Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center 4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville (412) 372-6535
In Leafy Shadows Jewelry Home Parties  ilshadows@excite.com (412) 263-1638
Linda’s Lovely Angels www.lindaslovelyangels.com

Paulette's Perennials North Apollo, PA (724) 478-4218
Pet Supplies "Plus" 4714 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh (412) 369-7350
Pet Supply Warehouse Roseytown Road, Greensburg (724) 834-0500
Petland Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville (412) 380-2522
Pittsburgh Marine Aquarists Society pmas.org

Shene’s Killies sheneskillies.com (724) 864-0582
Walt's Water World 4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia (724) 449-9651
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Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society, Inc.
PO Box 22452

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-0452

September 2005



