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C O N T A C T  T H E
N E W S L E T T E R

Please send articles or comments to
GPASI Newsletter

c/o Jean Grace
360 S. Pacific Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15224

(412) 441-1106
FAX (412) 441-4589

Or e-mail JGRACE@PITT.EDU

Nonprofit publications are permitted
to reprint GPASI articles.  Mail two
copies of reprint to GPASI editor.

All other mail should go to GPASI,
PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA

15222-0452

Back issues of Finformation are
available in full color online at

gpasi.org/newsletter.html

I M A G E S

Cover image by Timothy Gross:
zoanthid - Protopalythoa sp.

M E M B E R S H I P

DUES are $20 a year per family
or street address.

To become a member, write to us or
see Steve Gibbs at the next meeting.

Visit WWW.GPASI.ORG

General Meetings are held at the
Phipps Garden Center in Mellon

Park at the Corner of
5th and Shady Avenues.

DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM

General Meetings
Oct 27, Nov. 17

Board of Directors Meetings
7 p.m. at Elmer’s Aquarium in

Monroeville:
 Oct 9, Nov 6, Dec 4

All members and suggestions for
discussion are welcome. Contact a board

member for meeting confirmation.

Upcoming Events

GPASI Fall Auction

The GPASI Fall Auction will be at a new venue and on a Saturday rather than a Sunday: Join
us at the Holiday Park Fire Hall on Saturday, October 7 at noon. Registration starts at 10:00,
auction starts at noon.

                 Fish, Plants, Supplies, Raffle, Snacks, and Sandwiches

This map is also available online at www.gpasi.org:

The auction is an opportunity to catch up with friends and get some great deals on fish, plants,
and supplies.  We always need volunteers to help with running bags at the auction, cooking,
and taking care of paperwork.  Please consider helping out for a few hours.

Auction Rules
1. Registration will open at 10:00. Non-registered buyers must pay cash at the time of sale.
Registered buyers must leave collateral in the form of a driver’s license or id card and will be
able to “run a tab” during the auction. Accounts must be paid in full at the end of the auction.
Payment may be made by cash or check.
2. Bids will be in dollar increments.
3. Auction will start promptly at 12:00.
4. Refreshments will be available.

Seller's Rules
1. Split is 70% to the seller and 30% to GPASI.
2. The auction will use the FAAS (Federation of American Aquarium Societies) “Ten Table
Method.” (Bags are to be numbered sequentially and sold in order to last digit, i.e. bags 1, 11,
21, 31, ...go on Table 1 and all of Table 1 is sold before Table 2, etc.)
3. Seller’s proceed checks will be mailed within two weeks of the auction.
4. NO PRIVATE SALES                                                                (continued on page 7)
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Upcoming GPASI Events

September Meeting

Our next regular meeting is Sept. 15 (this is earlier in the month than usual!):
We will meet at the Pittsburgh Zoo and tour the PPG Aquarium. The meeting
begins promptly at 7 pm in the main meeting room (after you get off the
escalator) with cake and refreshments. Please arrive on time.

We will have a meeting with club updates and then tour the Aquarium.
No auction.

Our plan is to be in the Aquarium by 8 pm and end by 9:30 pm. The Zoo
employees are donating their time to our club, so we want to be considerate of their
time. We need a headcount, so please send an email to Steve Okabayashi if you're
planning to attend: <sokabaya@us.ibm.com>.

President’s Message

By Steve Okabayashi

This month's newsletter is reaching you two weeks earlier due to our meeting being
moved to September 15 at the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium.  Once again
Alan Marshall and his staff are volunteering their time to host our club for a private
look at the Aquarium.  This is a great opportunity to introduce a friend or
youngsters who have expressed an interest in the tropical fish hobby, so bring them
along.

Also a thank you to Marlene Scholze for building and maintaining the relationship
with Alan Marshall, for this is a special evening for our club.  Remember: we're
guests, so act responsibly.  It's always nice to hear positive comments about our
club and our members.

BAP Article

                   Aphyosemion striatum "LEC 93/29"
                        Story by Regina Spotti

Aphyosemion striatum is an easily spawned killifish from Africa.  These fish reach
about two inches in total length.  These were my first encounter with killifish and
they have been a pleasure.

Male Aphyosemion have very bright colors.  There are also various locations often
accompanying killifish species, such as the “LEC 93/29” notation for the fish in
this article.  Location information reflects data as to who collected the fish,
including when and where they were caught.  Locations have their own color
(continued)
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~  There can be no club
without its members.  If

there is anything that you
would like to do for GPASI,

just let one of us know.
We’d be happy to have you

as part of the team.  ~

variations and should NEVER be housed with another location of striatum or any
another Aphyosemion for that matter.  And that goes for the females as well, which
are drab and lack any significant markings at all.  Females within species/locations
tend to look the same.

I placed a pair into an unheated 2.5 gallon tank with a pH of  6.8.  An acrylic yarn
mop was placed into the tank to serve both as spawning media and shelter for the
female.  Males can be quite ardent, and without shelter the female may be harassed
to death.

Within two weeks of being fed both fresh and frozen daphnia, baby brine shrimp
and chopped black worms, the female was quite plump.  Daily the mop was
checked for eggs and given a gentle squeeze to remove excess water.  After about
one week, the mop was pulled as it was “loaded” with about 12 eggs.  The mop
went into a clear plastic shoebox and regular untreated tap water was added to
completely cover it.  A different mop was placed into the tank with the hopes there
would be more eggs.  I checked the mop daily for another 5 days, picking eggs that
were added to the existing shoebox mop.  I wound up with about 22 clear 1 mm
eggs.

During the first 4 days, I removed any eggs that began to turn opaque or white to
prevent any fungus.  I never added anything to the water to prevent anything
unhealthy.   After the first week, the eggs began to “eye up.”  This is one of the
neat things about keeping killies: you get to actually see clear balls of nothing go
through the many phases of becoming fry.

Two weeks later, free swimming fry hatched at room temperature, roughly 78F.  At
just over two millimeters, they stayed at the bottom of the shoebox.  I added a
clump of Java moss for cover and so that they may find some micro-bugs to eat.
Green water, micro worms, and powdered fry food was added for first two weeks
of life, thereafter live baby brine shrimp and flake.  Growth was fairly quick.  They
were moved after six weeks to a 5-gallon tank with floating plants and a sponge
filter.

By the third month, the males had begun to show their colors, which were identical
to their father’s.  The fish didn’t seem to do any fighting as both sexes were left
together.

I still have the parent fish, and they are still producing eggs on a regular basis.  I
also kept a trio and placed them in their own 2.5-gallon tank with mop.   On
February 13th of this year, I pulled the mop that was in the young trio’s tank.  It
contained about 5 eggs.  I just adore this beautiful fish.   I’d like to enjoy their
company for years to come. ■
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GPASI Marketplace

BUY

SELL

Dottie Digby is looking for a home or homes for her seahorses.  She has babies, a
pair, and a female.  Call her at 724-484-7737.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kevin Zang is looking to sell his custom-built acrylic 475-gallon aquarium.
Manufactured by Tencor, the tank is 4’ high, 8’ long, 2’ deep, and the acrylic is 1”
thick.  It comes with lighting, a custom-built low stand, a wet-dry system plumbed
with pvc and shut-off valves, 2 1800 gph pumps. It is drilled for an overflow.  The
tanks’ occupants are 4 oscars, 4 convicts and their fry, 1 channel cat, 2 plecos, 3 fire
mouths.  They are a happy community.  Kevin would like $3500 for everything. You
can call Kevin up until 10 p.m. at 724-752-0213.  He lives in Ellwood City.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x
15”, 10 x 20”. He also has a large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water
Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara, and more. Also pond Fish & Supplies
available. Call Walt at 724-449-9651
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Six ten-gallon tanks on rack, two set-ups available, $75 each. Intended for a common
system, but never got around to it. Call Barbara Jurich 412-825-0667
------------------------------------------------------------------------
140 Gallon custom aquarium with oak stand and canopy. Comes with 60-gallon
ecosystem under tank with all plumbing and pumps. Two heaters, 2 UV Sterilizers,
1/3 HP brand new chiller, 6 light kits, 150 pounds of live rock, sand, fish, AquaC
EV240 Protein Skimmer and many more items. Paid over $7000 two years ago for
complete setup, will sell entire setup for $2000 or individual pieces. Currently setup
for Salt Water, but can be used for fresh as well. Contact David at 724.449.2689 or
david@darkspyre.com.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x
15”, 10 x 20”. Also large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water Lettuce,
Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara, and more. Also pond fish & supplies available. Call
(724) 449-9651.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and
wall hangings; tile mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items.
E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or page her at (412) 949-3106.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Ross and Laura Cronkhite: We have assorted tanks with or without glass lids.
We also still have wooden stands. Reasonable offers accepted. (412) 233-0996 or
lauross@libcom.com
----------------------------------------------------------------
To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or
trade, contact Jean Grace at  (412) 441-1106 or jgrace@pitt.edu. Please let me know
when you want to delete your ad.

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

The following national
businesses and our local sponsors

(listed on the back cover) have
given GPASI the fuel it needs to
have a great year.  Please support
all our sponsors and thank them

for helping to make our show and
our club a success.

All-Glass Aquariums
www.all-glass.com

Aquaculture Tech One/
Red Sea

18125 Ammi Trail
Houston, TX  77060

Aquarium Pharmaceuticals
www.aquariumpharm.com

Aquarium Systems
8141 Tyler Blvd.

Mintor, OH  44060

Aquarium Technology
PO Box 33623

Decatur, GA  30033

Burford Albums
www.burfordalbums.com

Cichlid Press
www.cichlidpress.com

Cichlid News
www.cichlidnewsmagazine.com

Diskus Brief Magazine
www.diskusdesign.net

Doctors Foster & Smith
www.drsfostersmith.com

Energy Savers Unlimited
www.esuweb.com

The Fish Factory
Mike Schadle

676 Mississinewa Rd
Chesterton IN 46304

Finley Aquatic Books
150 North Road

Pascoag, RI  02859-2504
www.finleyaquaticbooks.com

Rolf C. Hagen (USA)
50 Hampden Road

Mansfield, MA  02048

Hikari
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Auction rules, continued from p. 3

5. NO MINIMUM BIDS.
6. Sellers are limited to the following:
a. No more than 5 bags of any single species, color strain, or item type.
b. Double bag your fish in proper fish bags (not Ziplock bags or Baggies): You can
buy bags from your local fish store or from GPASI members. Air should fill and
inflate about 2/3 of the bag. The first bag should be inverted and then placed in the
outer bag. This will prevent fish from getting trapped in a corner since the second
bag will bend over the corners of the inner bag. Secure each of the bags with a
rubber band or knot. It's always a good idea to bring a few extra bags in case one
leaks. Fish that have to be re-bagged will be charged $1 per bag.
c. Mark your bags clearly in waterproof ink with this information: name, phone
number, scientific name of fish or plant, common name (if applicable), number of
fish/plants in bag, and your seller's code (your three initials plus the number of the
bag--starting at one and proceeding sequentially). You may also note any other
relevant information (for example, gender). Equipment must state whether it is in
good working order or if it needs repair.  The seller’s form is available at the auction
or may be downloaded at <www.gpasi.org/sellerform.pdf>.

Upcoming Events

9/15-17 Lorain Show + Auction, Elyria, Ohio, 419-668-7452 – Ken McGill
9/23 Great Lakes Auction, Euclid, Ohio, 440-944-3245 – Ron Georgeone
9/30 Ohio Cichlid Assoc Swap Meet, Ohio, 216-252-6006 – Eric or Rhonda

10/1 Cafe Auction, Ohio, 614-846-1038 – Pat Sabourin
10/7 GPASI FALL Auction, Holiday Park Fire Hall
10/22 Yatfs Auction, 330-824-2653 – Curt Smith
10/29/06 TFCEC auction, Hamburg, NY    716-649-9165 – Randy Seufert

11/5 Akron Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio, 330-848-3856 – Bud White
11/5 TFCEC Auction, Depew, NY  716-649-9165 – Randy Seufert
11/17-19 Ohio Cichlid Assoc Show + Auction, Strongsville, Ohio

Ongoing Reptile Swaps by Expo Mart in Monroeville, PA Herb Ellerbach (412) 361-0835

Editor’s Note

By Jean Grace

I’d like to thank Regina Spotti, Wally Cox, and Timothy Gross for submitting
articles to the newsletter these past several months.  We need more articles now.
Please consider writing an article.  Remember that your article will be read not just
by the members of our club, but by others clubs across the country, in Canada, and
even in South Africa.  I’m also happy to help you if you have a little writing anxiety.
You can email me at jgrace@pitt.edu.  If you don’t have access to a computer, mail
your article to Jean Grace360 S. Pacific Ave., Pittsburgh, PA  15224.

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

HBH Enterprises
1879 N 1300 West

Springville, Utah  84663

Hikari Sales USA
2804 McCone Ave.

Hayward, CA  94545
fish@hikariusa.com

Jungle Laboratories
PO Box 630

Cibolo, TX  78108

Kent Marine
1100 Northpoint Parkway

Acworth, GA  30102

Kordon/Novalek
2242 Davis Court

Hayward, CA  94545

Lee's Aquarium and Pet
Products

294 La Maree Road
San Marcos, CA  92069

Margarita Tours
www.amazon-ecotours.com

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas and
Kingfish Services
E-6715 Pinehurst Dr                               

Boston, New York 14025-9624
www.kingfishservices.net

Marineland Aquarium
Products

PO Box 8005
Moorpark, CA  93020
www.marineland.com

Masterson's Garden Center
www.mastersons.net

Perfecto Manufacturing
20975 Creek Road

Noblesville, IN  46060

Python Products
www.pythonproducts.com

Red Sea
18109 Ammi Trail

Houston, TX  77060

San Francisco Bay Brand
8239 Enterprise Drive
Newark, CA  94560

Tetra-Second Nature
3001 Commerce Street
Blacksburg, VA  24060

Tropical Fish Hobbyist

Wardley’s



Special Thanks to Our Local Sponsors for Their Support

All Oddball Aquatics www.alloddballaquatics.com (412) 884-2333

Walk-in hours: Mon. − Sat., Noon to 8 pm; Sun. noon to 4 (cash only)

Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros 626 Valley Street, Oakmont (412) 828-0844

Aqua-World Pet Super Center 8143 Ohio River Blvd. Emsworth (412) 732-9100

Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center 4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville (412) 372-6535

In Leafy Shadows Jewelry Home Parties inleafyshadows@yahoo.com (412) 263-1638

Pet Supplies "Plus" 4714 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh (412) 369-7350

Pet Supply Warehouse Roseytown Road, Greensburg (724) 834-0500

Petland Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville (412) 380-2522

Shene’s Killies sheneskillies.com (724) 864-0582

Walt's Water World 4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia (724) 449-9651

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society, Inc.
PO Box 22452

Pittsburgh, PA  15222-0452

                                                                                                                        September 2006




