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C O N T A C T  T H E  
N E W S L E T T E R  

 
Please send articles or comments to 

GPASI Newsletter 
PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA  

15222-0452 
 

You can reach the editor at 
WEB@GPASI.ORG 

 
Nonprofit publications are permitted 
to reprint GPASI articles.  Mail two 
copies of reprint to GPASI editor.   

 
GPASI 

PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA  
15222-0452 

 
Back issues of Finformation are 
available in full color online at  

gpasi.org/newsletter.html 
  

 
I M A G E S  

 
Cover image by Timothy Gross 

 
 

 
M E M B E R S H I P  

 
DUES are $20 a year per family 

or street address. 
To become a member, write to us or 
see Steve Gibbs at the next meeting. 

Visit WWW.GPASI.ORG 
 

General Meetings are held at the 
Phipps Garden Center in Mellon 

Park at the Corner of  
5th and Shady Avenues. 

DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM 
 

General Meetings  
May 11, June 29 

July 27, Aug. 31, Sept. 28 
Oct. 26, Nov. 16 

 
Board of Directors Meetings 
7 p.m. at Elmer’s Aquarium in 

Monroeville:  
Apr. 30, June 4,  

July 9, Aug. 6, Sep. 10, 
Oct. 8, Nov. 5, Dec. 10 

 
All members and suggestions for 

discussion are welcome. Contact a board 
member for meeting confirmation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
                May 11 Meeting 
 
Our May 11 meeting will be at the Phipps Garden Center.  The doors open at 7 
p.m., and the meeting starts at 7:30. John Chapek will be speaking on mop-
spawning killies.  
 
According to John, "I began keeping fish when I received my first aquarium 
for Christmas at 8 years of age. I began breeding cichlids at about age 15, 
which led me to Killifish. I'm a little over 50 now. I've been married to my 
better half (Ginny) for 25 years, and we have 2 children Julie (21), and Mark 
(18).  
 
“Sometime in the wild and wacky 70's, I began working for wholesaler Allied 
Aquarium Life and eventually for Tropical Fish Distributors. For most of the 
past 10 years, I owned a pet shop named Lotsa Pets in Garfield Heights, Ohio. 
I closed it in 2005 because I could no longer compete with the chain stores, 
and another one was due to open not far from me. I only keep a few Killifish 
now.  
 
“I have been active in many of the Aquarium Societies In northern Ohio, The 
American Killifish Association, and NOKA. About 10 years ago I began 
hybridizing Daylilys, and except for weeding, really enjoy the challenge of 
trying to build a better and unique plant. Most recently I have begun collecting 
Bromeliads of the genus Neoregelia, with plans to hybridize them as well. 
Future plans include moving south to eastern Tennessee where they still have 
winter, but it’s much milder. We're looking for a place in the country with 5 to 
10 acres so we can have enough room for all the daylilys I want, and Ginny 
wants to raise goats for fiber, milk, and meat. I am currently unemployed, and 
working on getting my son Mark through his last year of high school. He has 
been home schooled via the Internet the past 4 years, and attends a vocational 
school. I have made many trips to your club in the past as a speaker, and 
judge, and have always enjoyed my visits. I also have many fond memories of 
the friends I've made there, every time I see Iron City Beer I think about Jack 
Wilson, Ken Milick, Eric, and the many good times we had back then. Hey 
Eric, can I sleep in your bath tub?" 
 
 
June 29 Meeting:     John Tornese  
 
 
July 27 Meeting:       Mark Danero on Anubias design 
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 President’s Message 
       By Steve Okabayashi 
 
 
There are only two weeks between meetings due to Memorial Day and some date 
conflicts with the Garden Center.  Our meeting on May 11 will feature John 
Chapek, speaking on Killie Mop Spawners.  After 8 years, John Lewis and Stacy 
Gatto have asked for someone to take over the raffle. We are also in need of a 
Treasurer in 2008 to replace Sue Solito.  I want to thank them for their service and 
commitment to the club. Interested persons, please let me know. 
 
 
Exchange Article 

        Hygrophila corymbosa stricta 

        Story and photos by Ann Stevens, Sarnia Aquarium Society 
 
Family: Acanthaceae 

Scientific 
Name: Hygrophila corymbosa stricta 

Common 
Name: Temple Plant or Cherry Leaf 

Synonyms: Nomaphila siamesis, Justicia stricta, Nomaphila stricta, 
Hygrophila stricta 

Distribution: South-East Asia 

Origin: India, Malaysia, Indonesia 

Height: 15-50 

Width: 15-20 

Light 
Required: average-high  

Temperature: 20-26 

Water 
Hardness: 80 – 150 ppm 

pH: acid-neutral (6.5 – 7.3) 

Propagation: From cuttings and/or adventive leaves 

Ease of care: average 

Description: 

Straight stem plant that's for sale in a number of different 
forms. The most common form has large egg-shaped light 
green leaves. Other forms on the market vary in the leaf form 
and/or the color of the leaves. 

                (continued next page) 

 
O F F I C E R S  
 
PRESIDENT 
 STEVE OKABAYASHI 
(412) 362-6839 
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM  
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
BILL SENSOR 
(724) 845-7171 
WSENSOR@MICROCONNECT.NET 
 
TREASURER 
SUE SOLITO 
(412) 571-2418 
ssolito@hotmail.com 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
MARLENE SCHOLZE 
(412) 682-2711  
 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
STEVE GIBBS 
PGHMARINE@AOL.COM  
 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
  
TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2008 
  
DON TUTTLE 
(724) 327-5163 
TUTTLEFISH@CASTLE99.COM 
 
SUE EVERETT 
724-876-0189 
MORETANKS@YAHOO.COM 
 
AMY GOOD 
(412) 754-0153 
NOAZARC@COMCAST.NET 
 
BILL SHENEFELT 
(724) 864-0582 
william.shenefelt@verizon.net 
 
LYNN ZOMBECK 
(412) 279-2362 
LZOMBECK@MAIL.MAGEE.EDU 
 
TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2009 
 
JIM DAVIDSON 
(412) 781-3938 
WHITEMARLIN@VERIZON.NET 
 
STACY GATTO 
(412) 798-3520 
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM 
 
ARMAND SICHI 
(724) 243-3313 
ASICHI224@COMCAST.NET 
 
REGINA SPOTTI 
(412) 655-3995 
GPESCI13@YAHOO.COM 
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C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
AQUATIC HORTICULTURE 
AWARD PROGRAM 
TIM GROSS &  BILL WELLS 
 
 AUCTION 
JOE KRAJCOVIC 
(412) 680-8240 
JOSEPHKRAJCOVIC@YAHOO.COM 
 
BREEDERS AWARD PROGRAM 
CHUCK BIALON 
(412) 487-2378 
BIALON@PPG.COM  
 
JUNIOR PROGRAM 
MARLENE SCHOLZE 
(412) 682-2711 
 
FAAS REP & NEWSLETTER 
EXCHANGE 
ARMAND SICHI 
(724) 243-3313 
ASICHI224@COMCAST.NET 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 MIKE SOLITO 
(412) 571-2418 
WHEELS115@COMCAST.NET 
 
LIBRARY 
EFREN LEONIDA 
 
NEWSLETTER & WEB 
JEAN GRACE 
(412) 441-1106 
JGRACE@PITT.EDU 
 
PROGRAMS 
STEVE OKABAYASHI 
(412) 362-6839 
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM 
 
RAFFLE 
JOHN LEWIS AND STACY GATTO  
(412) 798-3520 
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM  
 
REFRESHMENTS 
THE HOOVER FAMILY 
 
SHOW  
BILL SENSOR 
(724) 845-7171 
WSENSOR@MICROCONNECT.NET 
 
ZOO 
MARLENE SCHOLZE 
(412) 682-2711 
 
~  THERE CAN BE NO CLUB 
WITHOUT ITS MEMBERS.  IF 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO 
ANYTHING FOR GPASI, JUST 
LET ONE OF US KNOW. WE’D 
BE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU JOIN 
THE TEAM.  ~ 

 

Notes: 

Hygrophila corymbosa "Stricta" is an unpretentious plant suitable 
for a large aquaria. The colour of the leaves varies from light-green 
to red-brown at high light intensities. Hygrophila corymbosa 
"Stricta" is also suitable for open top aquaria where it likes to pierce 
the water surface to set beautiful blue flowers. The growth of 
Hygrophila corymbosa "Stricta" benefits from a nutrient rich 
substrate in combination with CO2 addition and high light, and 
under such conditions the plant soon attains a beautiful stature. In a 
dense population the plant often looses the lower leaves because of 
insufficient light but Hygrophilacorymbosa "Stricta" is, 
nevertheless, most decorative in groups.  

 
The above is what I found on the internet. This is a very nice plant that really grows 
well. When Ed cut it to put it into another tank, since it had grown to the top of the 
first tank, he wasn’t sure if it would grow. He just cut it and placed it into the 
gravel. Well, let me tell you, not only did it grow, but the original tank grew back 
very quickly also. We had it with our 20-gallon tank with guppies and platys 
originally. We do have a heater in there with a CO2 unit and a bubbler. Then we 
put a cutting into our community tank, a 70-gallon tank with angels, barbs, tetras of 
various species, kuhli loaches, and a very large plecostomus, to name a few. We 
have cut both plants numerous times and they are all living and growing well.  If 
you want a plant that fills up your tank and grows quickly, then I would strongly 
recommend this plant. It didn’t take any special care. Ed did notice that it seemed 
to do better in the guppy tank than in the community tank. I’m not sure if this is due 
to the size or the type of fish in the tank. ◆ 
 

  
This is a close up of the plant. Here it is in the tank.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
05/25-27/07 AKA Convention, Milwaukee, Wis 
 
05/25-27/07 CAOAC Convention, London, Ontario 
   http://caoac.canadiancrayfish.ca/ 
 
06/23-24/07 Scales Show + Auction, Massillon, Ohio 
   330-452-9027 – John Baad 

 
07/07/07  Great Lakes Auction, Euclid, Ohio 

440-944-3245 – Ron Georgeone 
 
07/18-22/07 ACA Convention, Sacramento, CA 
   http://www.sacramentoaquariumsociety.org 
 
08/04-05/07 Akron Show + Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio 

330-848-3856 – Bud White 
 

08/19/07  Yatfs Auction, Lordstown, Ohio 
330-758-3043 – Tom 

 
09/14-16/07 Macna XIX, Pittsburgh, Pa 
   Expo Mart 
 
10/20-21/07  Yatfs Show + Auction, Ohio 

330-824-2653 – Curt Smith 
 
11/04/07  Akron Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio 

330-848-3856 – Bud White 
 
 
 
 
Note on Email 
 
When you join GPASI, your email address is not automatically added to our email 
list.  If you would like to receive notices about additions to the GPASI website and 
other announcements, send your email address to <web@gpasi.org>. Also, we have 
recently had to delete several people from the list because their email addresses no 
longer work, so if you are no longer getting email and you would like to, send an 
email to <web@gpasi.org>. ◆ 
 

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S  
 

The following national 
businesses and our local sponsors 

(listed on the back cover) have 
given GPASI the fuel it needs to 
have a great year.  Please support 
all our sponsors and thank them 

for helping to make our show and 
our club a success.  

 
All-Glass Aquariums 

www.all-glass.com 
 

Aquaculture Tech One/ 
Red Sea 

18125 Ammi Trail 
Houston, TX  77060 

 
Aquarium Pharmaceuticals 

www.aquariumpharm.com  
 

Aquarium Systems 
8141 Tyler Blvd. 

Mintor, OH  44060 
 

Aquarium Technology 
PO Box 33623 

Decatur, GA  30033 
 

Burford Albums 
www.burfordalbums.com 

 
Cichlid Press 

www.cichlidpress.com 
 

Cichlid News 
www.cichlidnewsmagazine.com 

 
Diskus Brief Magazine 

www.diskusdesign.net 
 

Doctors Foster & Smith 
www.drsfostersmith.com 

 
Energy Savers Unlimited 

www.esuweb.com 
 

The Fish Factory 
Mike Schadle 

676 Mississinewa Rd 
Chesterton IN 46304 

 
Finley Aquatic Books 

150 North Road 
Pascoag, RI  02859-2504 

www.finleyaquaticbooks.com  
 

Rolf C. Hagen (USA) 
50 Hampden Road 

Mansfield, MA  02048 
 

Hikari
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GPASI Marketplace 
 
BUY 
 
Pete Beckish is looking to buy a used 220 gallon or larger to replace his 125 gallon.  
He has a freshwater set up.  izabella06@verizon.net 
 
SELL 
 
Kevin Zang is looking to sell his custom-built acrylic 475-gallon aquarium.  
Manufactured by Tencor, the tank is 4’ high, 8’ long, 2’ deep, and the acrylic is 1” 
thick.  It comes with lighting, a custom-built low stand, a wet-dry system plumbed 
with pvc and shut-off valves, 2 1800 gph pumps. It is drilled for an overflow.  The 
tanks’ occupants are 4 oscars, 4 convicts and their fry, 1 channel cat, 2 plecos, 3 fire 
mouths.  They are a happy community.  Kevin would like $3500 for everything. You 
can call Kevin up until 10 p.m. at 724-752-0213.  He lives in Ellwood City. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x 
15”, 10 x 20”. He also has a large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water 
Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara, and more. Also pond Fish & Supplies 
available. Call Walt at 724-449-9651  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Barb Jurich is starting to keep very large tanks and so is phasing out her smaller 
ones. She has these for sale with or without accessories, prices negotiable: a 50-
gallon breeder, a 20-gallon long, a 15-gallon, and various 10-gallon tanks. 412-825-
0667 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
140 Gallon custom aquarium with oak stand and canopy. Comes with 60-gallon 
ecosystem under tank with all plumbing and pumps. Two heaters, 2 UV Sterilizers, 
1/3 HP brand new chiller, 6 light kits, 150 pounds of live rock, sand, fish, AquaC 
EV240 Protein Skimmer and many more items. Paid over $7000 two years ago for 
complete setup, will sell entire setup for $2000 or individual pieces. Currently setup 
for Salt Water, but can be used for fresh as well. Contact David at 724.449.2689 or 
david@darkspyre.com.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and 
wall hangings; tile mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items. 
E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or page her at (412) 949-3106.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or 
trade, contact Jean Grace at  (412) 441-1106 or jgrace@pitt.edu. Please let me know 
when you want to delete your ad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S   
 

HBH Enterprises 
1879 N 1300 West 

Springville, Utah  84663 
 

Hikari Sales USA 
2804 McCone Ave. 

Hayward, CA  94545 
fish@hikariusa.com 

 
Jungle Laboratories  

PO Box 630 
Cibolo, TX  78108 

 
Kent Marine 

1100 Northpoint Parkway 
Acworth, GA  30102 

 
Kordon/Novalek 
2242 Davis Court 

Hayward, CA  94545 
 

Lee's Aquarium and Pet 
Products 

294 La Maree Road 
San Marcos, CA  92069 

 
Margarita Tours  

www.amazon-ecotours.com 
 

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas and 
Kingfish Services 
E-6715 Pinehurst Dr                                 

Boston, New York 14025-9624 
www.kingfishservices.net 

 
Marineland Aquarium 

Products 
PO Box 8005 

Moorpark, CA  93020 
www.marineland.com 

 
Masterson's Garden Center  

www.mastersons.net 
 

Perfecto Manufacturing 
20975 Creek Road 

Noblesville, IN  46060 
 

Python Products 
www.pythonproducts.com  

 
Red Sea 

18109 Ammi Trail 
Houston, TX  77060 

 
San Francisco Bay Brand 

8239 Enterprise Drive 
Newark, CA  94560 

 
Tetra-Second Nature 
3001 Commerce Street 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 

 
Tropical Fish Hobbyist 
www.tfhmagazine.com 

 
Wardley’s 

hartz.com/Our%20Products/Bro
wse.asp



 

 Archive Article 

               Procatopus nototaenia “Yabassi” 

               Story by Eric Bodrock, 12/02 
Photo by Gary Bartell (used with permission) 

 
Procatopus nototaenia, a type of fish 
commonly referred to as a “lampeye,” are 
killifish that are found in Africa. “Yabassi” 
refers to the location of my strain. At the 
breeding size of two inches, the males are 
brightly colored with a pearly blue, aqua 
shimmer that covers their bodies. Orange trim 
shines bright over the top of the body and 
highlights their fins. Their anal fin has faint 
horizontal markings. The females, at an inch 
and a half, are plainer, with a more silver body. 
In both sexes, their eyes seem to glow as if they 
have a light in them. When you see them in the 
sunlight, their beauty is breathtaking!  
 
I had two pair set up for breeding in a twenty-
gallon high aquarium with a single sponge 

filter. The tank was on the bottom shelf of a tank rack and was covered tightly with a glass lid. (Anyone who 
has had any type of killies knows that they are excellent jumpers, and these are no exception.) The tank had no 
gravel, but I added a few smooth seashells to act as a slight buffer. The temperature was about 76F and the pH 
ranged 7.2-7.6 between water changes, which were done at a rate of twenty percent every ten days. I used a mix 
of about sixty percent R/O water, twenty percent aged tank water with a lower pH, and twenty percent aged 
tank water with a higher pH; a TDS reading of 76 was measured. The light level was low with a little natural 
sunlight hitting their tank during the day and some light from overhead fluorescent fixtures. I offered the fish 
live black worms, live baby brine shrimp, and frozen bloodworms a couple of times a day.  
 
These killies are sometimes called “crevice spawners.” They deposit their eggs daily into small cracks in wood, 
rocks, or plants in order to protect the eggs from being eaten by predators. I used a regular killifish mop made of 
acrylic yarn, but wrapped rubber bands tightly about every two inches along the length of the mop. This gave 
the fish the tight crevices that they needed to deposit their eggs. Every couple of days I pulled the mop from the 
tank, gave a slight squeeze to remove some water, and gently pulled the yarn apart to remove the eggs. I placed 
the eggs in a separate container where they hatched in about ten to twelve days, depending on the temperature.  
 
When I saw fry swimming in the hatch tank, I added a small clump of Java moss and a little Euglena to provide 
some tiny organisms as starter food. After a few days, I added live baby brine shrimp and microworms to their 
diet.  
 
When they are swimming, all the fry appear as if they have trouble maintaining their balance; they actively 
swim near the surface but with their heads high and their tails low. It looks like they have a swim bladder 
problem, but at eight weeks of age all the fry now look as if they are out growing this appearance. They grow 
slowly: at eight weeks of age, the fry range from a quarter of an inch to a half-inch.  
 
These fish aren’t commonly seen in the hobby. If you get a chance to get hold of some, do it! They are 
beautiful, active, and peaceful fish with an interesting spawning ritual. You won’t be disappointed in them. 



 

 
 

Special Thanks to Our Local Sponsors for Their Support 
 

Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros 626 Valley Street, Oakmont     (412) 828-0844 
Aqua-World Pet Super Center  8143 Ohio River Blvd. Emsworth    (412) 732-9100 
Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center  4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville   (412) 372-6535 
In Leafy Shadows Jewelry Home Parties inleafyshadows@yahoo.com    (412) 263-1638 
Pet Supplies "Plus"  4714 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh    (412) 369-7350 
Pet Supply Warehouse  Roseytown Road, Greensburg    (724) 834-0500 
Petland   Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville    (412) 380-2522 
Seahorse, Inc.  4906 Route 8, Allison Park, PA  15101    (724) 443-2920 
Shene’s Killies  sheneskillies.com    (724) 864-0582 
Walt's Water World  4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia    (724) 449-9651 
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