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C O N T A C T  T H E
N E W S L E T T E R

Please send articles or comments to
GPASI Newsletter

c/o Jean Grace
360 S. Pacific Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15224

(412) 441-1106
FAX (412) 441-4589

Or e-mail JGRACE@PITT.EDU

Nonprofit publications are permitted
to reprint GPASI articles.  Mail two
copies of reprint to GPASI editor.

All other mail should go to GPASI,
PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA

15222-0452

Back issues of Finformation are
available in full color online at

gpasi.org/newsletter.html

I M A G E S

Cover image by Timothy Gross (see
related story).

M E M B E R S H I P

DUES are $20 a year per family
or street address.

To become a member, write to us or
see Steve Gibbs at the next meeting.

Visit WWW.GPASI.ORG

General Meetings are held at the
Phipps Garden Center in Mellon

Park at the Corner of
5th and Shady Avenues.

DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM

General Meetings
July 28,

 Aug. 25, Sept. 29,
Oct 27, Nov. 17

Board of Directors Meetings
7 p.m. at Elmer’s Aquarium in

Monroeville:
Aug 7, Sep 11

 Oct 9, Nov 6, Dec 4

All members and suggestions for
discussion are welcome. Contact a board

member for meeting confirmation.

Upcoming GPASI Events

July Meeting

Our next regular meeting is July 28. Dan McMonigle will do an Aquarium
Plants Workshop. Dan has been a Cleveland Aquarium Society member since
1969 and a member of the Cleveland Saltwater Enthusiasts Association since
1973. He is currently program chair for the Greater Akron Aquarium Society
and is a Medina County Aquarium Society board member. He has also been
active in other NE Ohio aquarium clubs.

Our meeting is at the Phipps Garden Center. The doors open at 7; the meeting
starts at 7:30.

GPASI Picnic

The GPASI picnic will be August 26 at Sesqui Pavilion in North Park. You
can download a map for North Park here:
http://www.county.allegheny.pa.us/parks/maps.asp

The picnic will start at noon.

Stacy Gatto is organizing this year’s picnic
again.  We’d like to thank her for all the thought
and work she puts into planning and organizing for
us.

The club will provide pop, coffee, condiments, plates, cups, utensils, tomatoes,
lettuce, onions, buns, paper products, hamburgers, hot dogs, and ice.  There
will be some veggie burgers for our vegetarians.

So far, club members have volunteered to bring tomato salad and southwestern
salad.  We need members to sign up to bring potato salad, macaroni salad, fruit
salad, desserts, cookies, appetizers, chips, or other treats.

Please bring a serving utensil for your item. If it is something that has to stay
cold, you may want to bring some ice or a cooler. Extra coolers are always
welcome.

If anyone has outdoor games like volleyball, badminton, croquet, etc., those
would also be appreciated.

Please do not bring alcohol.

You can sign up to attend and tell Stacy what you will bring at the July
meeting (you can usually find her at the raffle table) or you can call her at
(412) 798-3520.
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President’s Message

By Steve Okabayashi

The July meeting will be a hands-on plant workshop with Dan McMonigle.   For
those of you, like me, who need a good primer on plants, this is the meeting to
attend.  Tim Gross and other PAPAS members will be assisting as we expand
everyone's knowledge in this area.

The club also needs a librarian and auction assistance.  Step up and lend a hand, we
appreciate the help.  If you have any questions, please see me or any board
member.

GPASI Fall Auction

The GPASI Fall Auction will be at a new venue and on a Saturday rather than a
Sunday:

GPASI FALL AUCTION
Join us at the Holiday Park Fire Hall on

Saturday, October 7 at noon
Registration starts at 10:00

Fish, Plants, Supplies, Raffle
Snacks and Sandwiches

Soon, we will post further details, including directions and the address (so that you
can get a map online).

The auction is an opportunity to catch up with friends and get some great deals on
fish, plants, and supplies.

We always need volunteers to help with running bags at the auction, cooking, and
taking care of paperwork.  Please consider helping out for a few hours.

O F F I C E R S

PRESIDENT

 STEVE OKABAYASHI
(412) 362-6839
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM

VICE-PRESIDENT
BILL SENSOR
(724) 845-7171
WSENSOR@MICROCONNECT.NET

TREASURER

SUE SOLITO
(412) 571-2418
ssolito@hotmail.com

RECORDING SECRETARY
MARLENE SCHOLZE
(412) 682-2711

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

STEVE GIBBS
PGHMARINE@AOL.COM

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2008

DON TUTTLE
(724) 327-5163
TUTTLEFISH@CASTLE99.COM

SUE EVERETT
724-876-0189
MORETANKS@YAHOO.COM

AMY GOOD
(412) 754-0153
NOAZARC@COMCAST.NET

BILL SHENEFELT
(724) 864-0582
william.shenefelt@verizon.net

LYNN ZOMBECK
(412) 279-2362
LZOMBECK@MAIL .MAGEE.EDU

TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2007

JEREMY DAVID
(412) 521-5441
EPISTEMOLOGY@GMAIL .COM

STACY GATTO
(412) 798-3520
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM

TIM GROSS
(412) 771-6364
MADMAX @CHEMLAB.ORG

ARMAND SICHI
(724) 929-6784
ASICHI224@COMCAST.NET

JIM DAVIDSON
(412) 781-3938
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C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AQUATIC HORTICULTURE

AWARD PROGRAM
TIM GROSS &  BILL WELLS

 AUCTION
JOE KRAJCOVIC
(412) 680-8240
JOSEPHKRAJCOVIC@YAHOO.COM

BREEDERS AWARD PROGRAM

CHUCK BIALON
(412) 487-2378
BIALON@PPG.COM

JUNIOR PROGRAM

MARLENE SCHOLZE
(412) 682-2711

FAAS REP & NEWSLETTER

EXCHANGE
ARMAND SICHI
(724) 929-6784
ASICHI224@COMCAST.NET

FUNDRAISING
 MIKE SOLITO
(412) 571-2418
WHEELS115@COMCAST.NET

NEWSLETTER & WEB

JEAN GRACE
(412) 441-1106
JGRACE@PITT.EDU

PROGRAMS

STEVE OKABAYASHI
(412) 362-6839
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM

RAFFLE
JOHN LEWIS AND STACY GATTO
(412) 798-3520
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM

REFRESHMENTS

THE HOOVER FAMILY

SHOW

BILL SENSOR
(724) 845-7171
WSENSOR@MICROCONNECT.NET

ZOO

MARLENE SCHOLZE
(412) 682-2711

~  There can be no club
without its members.  If

there is anything that you
would like to do for GPASI,

just let one of us know.
We’d be happy to have you

as part of the team.  ~

BAP Article

                   Spawning Corydoras Paleatus
                        By Wally Cox

Corydoras paleatus is commonly known as the peppered cory catfish. It is one of
the more popular catfish in the hobby today. They are best kept in groups of 5 or
more. I obtained two groups from two different sources for a good mixed blood
line. My new super group now consisted of 7 males and 5 females. Females are
generally larger and brooder in girth than males. If you have a good mixed group
view them all side by side--the sexes are easily distinguishable.

I kept my group in a 20-gallon high tank with a Hydro sponge filter, a glass lid and
one giant, sunken, green, acrylic mop. The catfish were fed twice daily: live black
worms, frozen bloodworms, or various flake food. The tank temperature was 78
degrees Fahrenheit. I did not test for pH. Fifty percent water changes were done
weekly.

Within a week of the merger, I began to find 1 mm clear eggs. Most of the eggs I
pulled from this group were from beneath the sunken mop. But a small percentage
was on the vertical glass. I took five gallons of the spawning tank water and set up
a 5-gallon nursery tank. I used a small mop to wipe up all of eggs and deposited it
with the eggs into the nursery tank. I treated the nursery tank with methyl blue as
an anti-fungal treatment. Cory cat eggs seem to have a problem with too much
light. You get a better hatch out percentage if light is blocked out from the eggs.

The fry were clear to a very light tan in color and about 2 mm in length. For their
first meals, a mix of sponge filter squeezings from my dirtiest tank and Hikari First
Bites powder were
used. The Hikari
was used for 10
days twice daily
until micro worms
were substituted.
As the fry grew at
fairly good pace,
live baby brine
and Cyclopeze
became the main
feeding staples. At
8 weeks old, the
fry are just under
2.5cm in length
and growing
quickly. ■
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GPASI Marketplace

BUY

Jeff Lipsitz is looking to buy a 48" single bulb fluorescent strip light for a 55 gal hood. Preferably
with wood grain accent.   jhlipsitz@verizon.net
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mike Ott would like to buy 3 or 4 used 10-gallon tank stands. MEO001@aol.com

SELL

Complete set up. 55 Gallon Reef Tank with overflow, Stand, Hood, Canopy, EcoSystem Custom
Refugium Filter and all plumbing, Sea Mud and Culerpa in the refugium, Quiet One Pump, 65 lbs of
Fiji Live Rock, Live Sand, Fish, Corals, Etc. Very reasonable - $400 negotiable. Worth over $1500.
You take it down and haul it. Kevin Byrne, kevin.byrne@alcoa.com   412-553-4672
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dottie Digby is looking for a home or homes for her seahorses.  She has babies, a pair, and a female.
Call her at 724-484-7737.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Anke Bakker has a large aquarium and stand to sell.  Please call her at (412) 247-4491.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x 15”, 10 x 20”. He
also has a large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris,
Tara, and more. Also pond Fish & Supplies available. Call Walt at 724-449-9651
------------------------------------------------------------------------
My husband and I are unfortunately getting out of the salt water fish hobby. We can be reached at 412
331 2624 after 4:30 Monday through Friday. 150 gallon aquarium with stand and large trickle filter,
glass hood - $600       Also a  200 gallon reef ready Oceanic complete with skimmer, custom sump  -
$1200  some live rock and some fish (angels, trigger, grouper, purple tang) available
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Six ten-gallon tanks on rack, two set-ups available, $75 each. Intended for a common system, but
never got around to it. Call Barbara Jurich 412-825-0667
------------------------------------------------------------------------
140 Gallon custom aquarium with oak stand and canopy. Comes with 60-gallon ecosystem under tank
with all plumbing and pumps. Two heaters, 2 UV Sterilizers, 1/3 HP brand new chiller, 6 light kits,
150 pounds of live rock, sand, fish, AquaC EV240 Protein Skimmer and many more items. Paid over
$7000 two years ago for complete setup, will sell entire setup for $2000 or individual pieces.
Currently setup for Salt Water, but can be used for fresh as well. Contact David at 724.449.2689 or
david@darkspyre.com.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x 15”, 10 x 20”. Also
large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara and
more. Also pond Fish & Supplies available. Call (724) 449-9651.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and wall hangings; tile
mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items. E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or page her
at (412) 949-3106.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Ross and Laura Cronkhite: We have assorted tanks with or without glass lids. We also still have
wooden stands. Reasonable offers accepted. (412) 233-0996 or lauross@libcom.com
----------------------------------------------------------------
To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or trade, contact Jean
Grace at  (412) 441-1106 or jgrace@pitt.edu. Please let me know when you want to delete your ad.

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

The following national
businesses and our local sponsors

(listed on the back cover) have
given GPASI the fuel it needs to
have a great year.  Please support
all our sponsors and thank them

for helping to make our show and
our club a success.

All-Glass Aquariums
www.all-glass.com

Aquaculture Tech One/
Red Sea

18125 Ammi Trail
Houston, TX  77060

Aquarium Pharmaceuticals
www.aquariumpharm.com

Aquarium Systems
8141 Tyler Blvd.

Mintor, OH  44060

Aquarium Technology
PO Box 33623

Decatur, GA  30033

Burford Albums
www.burfordalbums.com

Cichlid Press
www.cichlidpress.com

Cichlid News
www.cichlidnewsmagazine.com

Diskus Brief Magazine
www.diskusdesign.net

Doctors Foster & Smith
www.drsfostersmith.com

Energy Savers Unlimited
www.esuweb.com

The Fish Factory
Mike Schadle

676 Mississinewa Rd
Chesterton IN 46304

Finley Aquatic Books
150 North Road

Pascoag, RI  02859-2504
www.finleyaquaticbooks.com

Rolf C. Hagen (USA)
50 Hampden Road

Mansfield, MA  02048

Hikari
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Upcoming Events

8/5-06 Akron Show + Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio, 330-848-3856 – Bud White
8/19-20 Yatfs Show + Auction, 330-824-2653 – Curt Smith
8/26  GPASI Picnic at North Park
8/26-27 TFCEC Show, Hamburg, NY, 716-649-9165 – Randy Seufert

9/8-10  Killie Revue, Columbus, Ohiowww.cincikillies.org
9/9-10 Medina Show + Auction, Wadsworth, Ohio  330-772-1374 – Mary Fox
9/15-17 Lorain Show + Auction, Elyria, Ohio, 419-668-7452 – Ken McGill
9/23 Great Lakes Auction, Euclid, Ohio, 440-944-3245 – Ron Georgeone

10/1 Cafe Auction, Ohio, 614-846-1038 – Pat Sabourin
10/7 GPASI FALL Auction, Holiday Park Fire Hall
10/22 Yatfs Auction, 330-824-2653 – Curt Smith
10/29/06 TFCEC auction, Hamburg, NY    716-649-9165 – Randy Seufert

11/5 Akron Auction, Tallmadge, Ohio, 330-848-3856 – Bud White
11/5 TFCEC Auction, Depew, NY  716-649-9165 – Randy Seufert
11/17-19 Ohio Cichlid Assoc Show + Auction, Strongsville, Ohio

Ongoing Reptile Swaps at Palace Inn in Monroeville, PA Herb Ellerbach (412) 361-
0835

AHAP Article

Ludwigia inclinata var. verticillata “Cuba”
Pronunciation: lud-WIG-ee-uh  in-klin-AY-tuh  variety  ver-ti-si-LAH-tuh

Cuba

Story and photo by Timothy S. Gross

I first received this incredible plant about two years ago from one of my friends.  I
soon found out that it was going to be a very problematic plant to grow.  This Lud.
has a tendency to stunt if any condition is not to its liking.  It also has a tendency to
stunt if it is trimmed too much.  You may need to invest some time in learning to
maintain this plant, but it will be well worth your efforts.

                                                                                                           (continued)

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

HBH Enterprises
1879 N 1300 West

Springville, Utah  84663

Hikari Sales USA
2804 McCone Ave.

Hayward, CA  94545
fish@hikariusa.com

Jungle Laboratories
PO Box 630

Cibolo, TX  78108

Kent Marine
1100 Northpoint Parkway

Acworth, GA  30102

Kordon/Novalek
2242 Davis Court

Hayward, CA  94545

Lee's Aquarium and Pet
Products

294 La Maree Road
San Marcos, CA  92069

Margarita Tours
www.amazon-ecotours.com

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas and
Kingfish Services
E-6715 Pinehurst Dr                              

Boston, New York 14025-9624
www.kingfishservices.net

Marineland Aquarium
Products

PO Box 8005
Moorpark, CA  93020
www.marineland.com

Masterson's Garden Center
www.mastersons.net

Perfecto Manufacturing
20975 Creek Road

Noblesville, IN  46060

Python Products
www.pythonproducts.com

Red Sea
18109 Ammi Trail

Houston, TX  77060

San Francisco Bay Brand
8239 Enterprise Drive
Newark, CA  94560

Tetra-Second Nature
3001 Commerce Street
Blacksburg, VA  24060



There are currently three varieties of Ludwigia inclinata, all of which are finicky plants to cultivate.  The first,
which is simply referred to as Ludwigia inclinata, can be found in the marshes of Central and South America.
The submersed form of this plant consists of an alternate leaf arrangement. The leaf blade is slightly wavy,
narrow obovate, and usually yellowish orange to orange in color.  The second is Ludwigia inclinata var.
verticillata “Pantanal,” which can be found in the Pantanal wetlands of Southwestern Brazil.  This beautiful
form has a whorled linear leaf
arrangement and is usually
reddish orange to red.  The last
variety of Ludwigia inclinata is
Ludwigia inclinata var.
verticillata “Cuba.” It is found
in the swamps on the Isle of
Youth off the southwestern
coast of Cuba.  The leaves are
also different from the regular
form because they are linear and
set in a whorl with beautiful
yellowish orange to orange
color.  In fact, the word
verticillate means disposed in a
whorl, which is why these two
varieties got their fancy name.

When I received this plant, I realized that my fertilization program was not to its liking. The leaves and stems
quickly became slimmer and smaller.  However, once I set my macro and micro nutrients in the correct ranges it
seemed to respond well.  Then, because of excessive trimming, it started to stunt.  The 33-gallon aquarium
where I was growing it did not have enough height.  This constant trimming was almost the death of it.  So, I
decided to move it into my planted show tank at work, since the tank has more leg room.  The plant seemed to
respond well to the move because I use a similar nutrient regiment in all of my planted aquariums.  I also found
out that another key to growing this plant is a low KH and pH.  It grows fine in a KH of 4 dKH (~72 ppm) and a
pH of 6.6; however, it does much better growing in a KH of 2 or 3 dKH (~ 35 to 54 ppm) and a pH of 6.3 or
6.4.  Also, intense light and carbon dioxide injection are a must!

Once the plant is growing well, it is a real treat to aquascape with.  It’s beautiful blend of greens, yellows, and
oranges are like candy to the eye.  It can make a great contrasting plant to deep red oval leaved plants and
should only be considered for the background.  Make sure you give this plant some room.  Not only does it get
tall, but the leaves can spread out in a five inch diameter with stems thicker than your pinky.  The more you trim
it, the smaller it may stay. Keep in mind that this plant may become severely stunted by way of over trimming.

If you are looking for a challenging plant and are running a “high-tech” tank, then give it a try.  Although it may
test your patience at first, it will soon prove its worth.  There are not many plants that can give such remarkable
beauty to an aquascape, and a little pride...once you’ve mastered it!  ■



Special Thanks to Our Local Sponsors for Their Support

All Oddball Aquatics www.alloddballaquatics.com (412) 884-2333
Walk-in hours: Mon. − Sat., Noon to 8 pm; Sun. noon to 4 (cash only)

Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros 626 Valley Street, Oakmont (412) 828-0844
Aqua-World Pet Super Center 8143 Ohio River Blvd. Emsworth (412) 732-9100
Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center 4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville(412) 372-6535
In Leafy Shadows Jewelry Home Partiesinleafyshadows@yahoo.com (412) 263-1638
Pet Supplies "Plus" 4714 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh (412) 369-7350
Pet Supply Warehouse Roseytown Road, Greensburg (724) 834-0500
Petland Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville (412) 380-2522
Shene’s Killies sheneskillies.com (724) 864-0582
Walt's Water World 4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia (724) 449-9651

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society, Inc.
PO Box 22452

Pittsburgh, PA  15222-0452
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