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I N S I D E

Marriage and The Aquarist 4
BAP Standings 3 & 6 No Meeting in December

Join us at our Holiday Party
Saturday, Jan. 14 (see page 2)
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C O N T A C T  T H E
N E W S L E T T E R

Please send articles or comments to
GPASI Newsletter

c/o Jean Grace
360 S. Pacific Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15224

(412) 441-1106
FAX (412) 441-4589

Or e-mail JGRACE@PITT.EDU

Nonprofit publications are permitted
to reprint GPASI articles.  Mail two
copies of reprint to GPASI editor.

All other mail should go to GPASI,
PO Box 22452, Pittsburgh, PA

15222-0452

Back issues of Finformation are
available in full color online at

gpasi.org/newsletter.html

I M A G E S

Cover image by Bill Shenefelt
Tree on page 2 by Kathy Bintrim

M E M B E R S H I P

DUES are $20 a year per family
or street address.

To become a member, write to us or
see Steve Gibbs at the next meeting.

Visit WWW.GPASI.ORG

General Meetings are held at the
Phipps Garden Center in Mellon

Park at the Corner of
5th and Shady Avenues.

DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM

General Meetings
Jan. 27, Feb. 24, Mar. 24, Apr. 28, May
26, June 30, July 28, Aug. 25, Sept. 29,

Oct 27, Nov. 17

Board of Directors Meetings
7 p.m. at Elmer’s Aquarium in

Monroeville:
Jan 9, Feb 6, Mar 6, Apr 3,

May 8, June 5, July 10,
Aug 7, Sep 11, Oct 9, Nov 6, Dec 4

All members and suggestions for
discussion are welcome. Contact a board

member for meeting confirmation.

N E W S L E T T E R / W E B  T E A M

Membership
Thanks to these members who help with

Finformation and the website:
Connie Yarris, Exchange Typist

Terrence Trasatti, Printing Facilitator

Upcoming GPASI Events

December

Remember that we don’t have a meeting in
December.

GPASI Holiday Party at a “New”
Site

GPASI’s annual holiday party will take place
at the PHIPPS GARDEN CENTER on
Saturday, January 14 at 1:00. Please join us
for celebration and Breeders Award Program
awards.  Note that unlike other years, this
party is on a Saturday and it will be held at
the Phipps Garden Center where we usually
have our Friday meetings.

There will be surprises and a raffle.  If you are a
GPASI member, please donate fish and other tantalizing prizes to the raffle
(proceeds allow us to pay for the room rental).  See John and Stacy when you
arrive to turn in your potential raffle items.

Junior program participants are welcome to join in and bring their families,
too!

The club will provide beverages, turkey, ham, and paper plates and plastic
utensils.  Please plan to bring a main dish, side dish, or dessert that you are
willing to share. As usual Jim Davidson will take calls about what you are
bringing: 412-781-3938.

Having the party in our usual monthly meeting space will make the party easy
for everyone to find, and it also means that we don’t have to set up or take
down tables and chairs!  But we also need to comply with the Garden Center’s
rules:

The doors will open at noon. Dinner and awards will begin promptly at 1:00.
We will set up food, buffet style, along the cabinet tops in rear of the room.
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE NO STOVE OR OVEN PRIVILEGES.
We can use the kitchen sink for minor clean up. Anything going in the
refrigerator should be clearly marked and MUST be removed when we leave.
We MUST be out of the room by 4:00.
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January Meeting

We will meet on Friday, January 27.  As usual, the January meeting will focus on
elections for officer and board of director positions.  We will also have a big
auction so be sure to attend.

2005 BAP Award Standings

2005  GPASI  BAP  Award  Standings
!

Member Name
 

Total Spawns 20 Pointers Targets

 
1st Time
Spawns

Eric Bodrock 18   1 5
Joe Amuso 11   6
Robert Fullmer 10   1
Joe Hasenkopf 10      
Charles Bialon 9     6
Marshall Davis 9     1
Wallace Cox 7   1 2
William Sensor 7     1
David Webeck 6      
William Wells 5    
Pete Scaletto 4    
Jeff Walker 4      
Richard Wiley 4 1  
Sallie Boggs 3    
Timothy S. Gross 3     1
Barb Jurich 3      
William Montgomery 3   1  
Walter Roth 3 1    
Michael Heasley 2      
Gail Hoover 2      
Nancy+Gilbert Hoover 2    
Richard Reiter 2    
Mike Solito 2      
Hank Marzina 1      
Steve Okabayashi 1    
Marlene Scholze 1      
Regina Spotti 1    
John Studeny 1      
2005 Totals 134 1 5 22
2004 Totals 174 7 7 34
2003 Totals 193 8 14 33

O F F I C E R S

PRESIDENT

JOE KRAJCOVIC
(412) 371-8303
JOSEPHKRAJCOVIC@HOTMAIL.COM

VICE-PRESIDENT

STEVE OKABAYASHI

(412) 362-6839
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM

TREASURER

JIM DAVIDSON

(412) 781-3938
JIM308@BELLATLANTIC.NET

RECORDING SECRETARY
MARLENE SCHOLZE

(412) 682-2711

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

STEVE GIBBS

PGHMARINE@AOL.COM

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2006

CAVAN ALLEN
(412) 221-9499
MILLSMAN7@YAHOO.COM

BILL SENSOR

(724) 845-7171
WSENSOR@MICROCONNECT.NET

BILL SHENEFELT

(724) 864-0582
william.shenefelt@verizon.net

LYNN ZOMBECK

(412) 279-2362
LZOMBECK@MAIL.MAGEE.EDU

TERMS EXPIRING JAN. 2007

JEREMY DAVID

EPISTEMOLOGY@GMAIL.COM

STACY GATTO

(724) 387-2936
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM

TIM GROSS
(412) 771-6364
MADMAX@CHEMLAB.ORG

ARMAND SICHI

(724) 929-6784
ASICHI224@VERIZON.NET

MIKE SOLITO
(412) 571-2418
WHEELS115@COMCAST.NET

SUE SOLITO

(412) 571-2418
SSOLITO@HOTMAIL.COM
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C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

AHAP
CAVAN ALLEN
(412) 221-9499
MILLSMAN7@YAHOO.COM

 AUCTION

OPEN

BAP
CHUCK BIALON

(412) 487-2378
BIALON@PPG.COM

EDUCATION
OPEN

FAAS REP & NEWSLETTER
EXCHANGE

ARMAND SICHI

(724) 929-6784
 ASICHI224@VERIZON.NET

FUNDRAISING
 MIKE SOLITO

(412) 571-2418
WHEELS115@COMCAST.NET

NEWSLETTER & WEB
JEAN GRACE

(412) 441-1106
JGRACE@PITT.EDU

PROGRAMS

STEVE OKABAYASHI
(412) 362-6839
SOKABAYA@US.IBM.COM

RAFFLE

JOHN LEWIS AND STACY GATTO

(724) 387-2936
MWCLOWNFISH@AOL.COM

REFRESHMENTS
ARMAND SICHI

(724) 929-6784
 ASICHI224@VERIZON.NET

SHOW

JOE AMUSO
(412) 600-7982
JJAMUSO@COMCAST.NET

ZOO

MARLENE SCHOLZE
(412) 682-2711

~  There can be no club
without its members.  If

there is anything that you
would like to do for GPASI,

just let one of us know.
We’d be happy to have you

as part of the team.  ~

Exchange Article

Marriage and The Aquarist

By a Long-Suffering Wife
The Ilford & District Aquarists & Pondkeepers Society Website

Aquarists should come with the warning, "marriage to me can damage your sanity." Unfortunately they don't.
And anyway, who reads the small print? To start with, love is blind but when the glitter starts to tarnish and you
are heading for your first nervous breakdown it's time to look realistically at life and come to grips with a few
basic facts.

1. Fish come first, last and always._It might be an occasion you have been looking forward to for weeks,
spent a fortune on a new dress, suffered agonies at the hairdressers and got yourself all dolled up to the nines.
Only to find sir is still unshaven and wearing dirty jeans and T-shirt and his reason for this state of unreadiness-
-"but they are breeding!” or "Arrgh! White Spot," or some other reason of world shattering importance. So you
beg, plead, cajole, threaten, and eventually he trails along grumbling every inch of the way and you arrive half
an hour late. From that auspicious start to the evening things gradually get worse. He won't dance; he'll ignore
all others at the table and answer all questions in monosyllabic grunts. He will then proceed to get drunk and he
will tell one of two people "his wife doesn't understand him,"either the barman or the stunning red-head who is
wearing (or nearly wearing) a dress that she deserves to catch her death of cold in. It is pointless to sulk or start
an argument. He just will not understand why you are upset, (his father has told him all about women and their
funny moods).

2. Do not speak disparagingly of any item in the house._If you should make this mistake, resign yourself to
the fact that you have lost the item for good. It'll vanish into the fish room never again to see the light of day.
No matter what it is, a use will be found! Bread bins are perfect for storing all those fiddly little jars and tins.
Tupperware containers--perfection itself for carrying fish: they're watertight. Saucers can be used for a variety
of things except for use with cups. Cheese grater, if it's only been used for frozen beef heart you've a chance of
re-claiming it, but once it’s been used for earthworms you need a new one. In the modern kitchen with all its
gadgets, it's advisable to keep your liquidiser under lock and key.

3.  Develop a thick skin, a sense of humour and the ability to cope when one of your guests has a fit of
hysterics_The first two seem self-explanatory but the third may heed some explaining to the uninitiated. The
following are some examples that have been known to upset guests._Tubifex worms are all right in their
place,the fish room. Buckets in the loo are just not on, regardless of how many water changes they need. Even
worse are those containers that fit inside the cistern so there are always dead and dying worms in the bowl. This
is particularly upsetting to maiden aunts. Sons, normally the most understanding of creatures, have been known
to get upset when they've spent all evening and a week's wages chatting up a girl, managed to get her home on
the sofa in the living room fully believing his luck to be in. Only to find Dad's white worms or maggots have
escaped and are crawling all over the carpets or her feet. This is a known passion killer and girls never seem to
accept a second invitation to come in for a "coffee." And the effect that a six-foot tank has when it bursts on the
vicar's wife just has to be seen to be believed.

4. Never accept anything he says at face value._"You're looking a bit peaky. A day out is what you need"--
funny there isn't a lot of daylight or sunshine in an Aquarium._"Learn to drive, just think of the advantages"--
you can take a pair of fish to so and so or deliver a tank etc._My favourite, romantic that I am: "I'm taking you
to France for a few days"--he's seen all the local fish shops.

5. Have someone whose shoulder you can cry on_You've slogged your guts out doing the housework until
the place gleams and he decides the tank in the living room needs stripped down. Buckets of dirty water
fascinate small kittens, and ruin carpets. He tries to be helpful, mindful of last time you screamed at him about
the mess, and decides to Hoover up the wet gravel causing the Hoover to blow a fuse.

Why do we stay? Why do we put up with all this aggravation? We could say, "They are our husbands and we
love them," or we could tell the truth…Valium. ■
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GPASI Marketplace

BUY

Jeff Lipsitz is looking to buy a couple of lionhead goldfish. cgarmn1@aol.com
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mike Ott would like to buy 3 or 4 used 10-gallon tank stands. MEO001@aol.com

FREE

“Prehistoric catfish” free to a good home.  He is living in a 55-gallon tank right now and
finding it hard to turn around.  He is about 24 inches long and 3.5 years old. Loves lima
beans and being petted.  Very healthy—just needs more space. Call Charlie Kierski 412-480-
2694.

SELL

Jack Liebau would like to sell about 100 tanks of various sizes from 5 gallons to 55.  He also
has two closed systems that he would like to sell intact: one system consists of sixteen 20
gallon tanks; the other consists of twelve tanks of different sizes.  (724) 348-5593
Finleyville, PA
------------------------------------------------------------------------
140 Gallon custom aquarium with oak stand and canopy. Comes with 60-gallon ecosystem
under tank with all plumbing and pumps. Two heaters, 2 UV Sterilizers, 1/3 HP brand new
chiller, 6 light kits, 150 pounds of live rock, sand, fish, AquaC EV240 Protein Skimmer and
many more items. Paid over $7000 two years ago for complete setup, will sell entire setup
for $2000 or individual pieces. Currently setup for Salt Water, but can be used for fresh as
well. Contact David at 724.449.2689 or david@darkspyre.com.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Aphyosemion striatum (killies) for 5.00 a pair. Pete Scaletto at 412 788-4897 or email at
Peatspawn@hotmail.com
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x 15”, 10 x
20”. Call (724) 449-9651.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and wall
hangings; tile mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items. E-mail
sjserbin@pgh.net or page her at (412) 949-3106.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Ross and Laura Cronkhite: We have assorted tanks with or without glass lids. We also
still have wooden stands (stair stepped), and a 22' stand that has a high middle shelf, and a
lower shelf on each side. Reasonable offers accepted. Plus a 1960's vintage school cafeteria
ice cream freezer that holds quite a bit of frozen food (fish or other), free (you haul). (412)
233-0996 or lauross@libcom.com
----------------------------------------------------------------
To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or trade,
contact Jean Grace at  (412) 441-1106 or jgrace@pitt.edu.

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

The following national
businesses and our local sponsors

(listed on the back cover) have
given GPASI the fuel it needs to
have a great year.  Please support
all our sponsors and thank them

for helping to make our show and
our club a success.

All-Glass Aquariums
www.all-glass.com

Aquaculture Tech One/
Red Sea

18125 Ammi Trail
Houston, TX  77060

Aquatic Research and
Development

Utica, New York
www.aquaticresearchanddeve

lopment.com/products.htm

Aquarium Pharmaceuticals
www.aquariumpharm.com

Aquarium Systems
8141 Tyler Blvd.

Mintor, OH  44060

Aquarium Technology
PO Box 33623

Decatur, GA  30033

Burford Albums
www.burfordalbums.com

Cichlid Press
www.cichlidpress.com

Cichlid News
www.cichlidnewsmagazine.com

Diskus Brief Magazine
www.diskusdesign.net

Doctors Foster & Smith
www.drsfostersmith.com

Energy Savers Unlimited
www.esuweb.com

The Fish Factory
Mike Schadle

676 Mississinewa Rd
Chesterton IN 46304

Finley Aquatic Books
150 North Road

Pascoag, RI  02859-2504
www.finleyaquaticbooks.com

Rolf C. Hagen (USA)
50 Hampden Road

Mansfield, MA  02048

(continued next page)
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GPASI Junior Program

GPASI members: future speakers and fish donations will be needed.  Please
contact Sue Solito or Marlene Scholze for further details.

2006 Fish Spectacular

Our 2006 Fish Spectacular will be March 24-26, 2006 at the Comfort Inn East.  Look
for details in upcoming issues of the newsletter.  Mike Solito is the show chair this
year.

Congratulations to all of the 2005 BAP Participants!

G P A S I  S P O N S O R S

HBH Enterprises
1879 N 1300 West

Springville, Utah  84663

Hikari Sales USA
2804 McCone Ave.

Hayward, CA  94545
fish@hikariusa.com

Jungle Laboratories
PO Box 630

Cibolo, TX  78108

Kent Marine
1100 Northpoint Parkway

Acworth, GA  30102

Kordon/Novalek
2242 Davis Court

Hayward, CA  94545

Lee's Aquarium and Pet
Products

294 La Maree Road
San Marcos, CA  92069

Margarita Tours
www.amazon-ecotours.com

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas and
Kingfish Services
E-6715 Pinehurst Dr                               

Boston, New York 14025-9624
www.kingfishservices.net

Marineland Aquarium
Products

PO Box 8005
Moorpark, CA  93020
www.marineland.com

Masterson's Garden Center
www.mastersons.net

Perfecto Manufacturing
20975 Creek Road

Noblesville, IN  46060

Python Products
www.pythonproducts.com

Red Sea
18109 Ammi Trail

Houston, TX  77060

San Francisco Bay Brand
8239 Enterprise Drive
Newark, CA  94560

Tetra-Second Nature
3001 Commerce Street
Blacksburg, VA  24060

That Fish Place and
That Pet Place

www.thatpetplace.com

Wardley's Fish Products

BAP STANDINGS
2005

  (as of 11/18/05)

    CLASSES COMPLETED

MEMBER/STATUS  POINTS                 

   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 tgt. 20pt
GRAND MASTER
BREEDERS

 (>500 points, all classes completed, 5 targets, 9 twenty point fish)

Sallie Boggs 3130 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 28 53

Ed Redgate 1175 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 6 14
MASTER
BREEDERS

 (>500 points, 10 classes completed, 2 targets, 9 twenty point fish)
 

Eric Bodrock 3640 1 2 3 4  6 7 8 9 10 11  13 14 15 8 58

Hank Marzina 1155 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11   14 15 5 14

FOUR STAR
BREEDERS

 (400 points,
7 classes
completed,1
target)                  

Charles Bialon 2580 1 2 3 4   7 8 9 10 11   14 15 3 6

Robert Fullmer 835 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11   14 15 3 4

Richard Wiley 605 1 2 3 4  6 7 8   11   14  1 4
THREE STAR
BREEDERS

 (300 points, + 3 classes completed)
 

Scott Graner 715 1    5 6   9 10     15 6 8

Gary Balbo 650 1     6 7 8 9  11     3 10

Pete Scaletto 560 1  3   6   9  11     1 1

Joe Amuso 500 1      7 8   11     3 4

Marshall Davis 500 1 2     7 8   11     1 3

Wallace Cox 445 1 2     7 8        1 1

William Montgomery 370 1      7 8   11   14 1 2
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Available at your local pet shop

Upcoming Events
2/4 Ohio Cichlid Assoc Auction, Strongsville, Ohio, 330-656-0079 – Dean Mersinas

3/24-26   GPASI Fish Spectacular at the Comfort Inn East, 412-571-2418 - Mike Solito

4/28-30   ALA Convention, Ramada Hotel & Conference Center in East Hanover, NJ
<www.livebearers.org> or Rich Serva (330) 650-4613

5/19-22     2006 CAOAC Convention. Fanshawe College, 1460 Oxford Street East, London,
Ontario, Canada. N5Y 5R6  <www.londonaquariasociety.com>

7/20-23 ACA Convention, Chicago, Illinois   www.aca2006.org

Ongoing Reptile Swaps at Palace Inn in Monroeville, PA Herb Ellerbach (412) 361-0835

  

TWO STAR
BREEDERS

 (200 points, + 2 classes completed)
 

Susan Everett 280 1      7           

Mike Solito 270       7 8         1

Robert T. Timmins 245 1        9        2

Donald T. Plazek 230 1          11     1
ONE STAR
BREEDERS

 (100 points, + 1 class completed)
 

Walter Roth 315       7          1

Bill Sensor 195       7           

Linda+Ted Neill 180 1               1 1

Marlene Scholze 165 1                 

Joe Hasenkopf 175 1  3               

Bob Perciavalle 150           11     2 2
NOVICE
BREEDERS

 
 

Timothy S. Gross 95 1                 

Michael Recklitis 95                  

Richard Reiter 95                  

David Webeck 95 1                 

William Wells 75                  

Kathy Bintrim 35                  

Gail Hoover 30                  

Barb Jurich 30                  

Michael E. Ott 30                  

Steve Okabayashi 25                  

Michael Heasley 20                  

Nancy+Gilbert Hoover 20                  

Jeff Walker 20                  

Regina Spotti 15                  

John Studeny 5                  



Special Thanks to Our Local Sponsors for Their Support

All Oddball Aquatics www.alloddballaquatics.com (412) 884-2333

Walk-in hours: Mon. − Sat., Noon to 8 pm; Sun. noon to 4 (cash only)

Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros 626 Valley Street, Oakmont (412) 828-0844

Aqua-World Pet Super Center 8143 Ohio River Blvd. Emsworth (412) 732-9100

Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center 4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville (412) 372-6535

In Leafy Shadows Jewelry Home Parties ilshadows@excite.com (412) 263-1638

Linda’s Lovely Angels www.lindaslovelyangels.com

Paulette's Perennials North Apollo, PA (724) 478-4218

Pet Supplies "Plus" 4714 McKnight Road, Pittsburgh (412) 369-7350

Pet Supply Warehouse Roseytown Road, Greensburg (724) 834-0500

Petland Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville (412) 380-2522

Pittsburgh Marine Aquarists Society pmas.org

Shene’s Killies sheneskillies.com (724) 864-0582

Walt's Water World 4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia (724) 449-9651

Greater Pittsburgh Aquarium Society, Inc.
PO Box 22452

Pittsburgh, PA  15222-0452

December 2005


